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Small businesses that employ fewer 

than 20 employees pay almost $7,000 a 
year in regulatory costs per employee. 
Instead of using these funds to create 
new jobs, pay higher salaries or fund 
new or expanded health care benefits, 
small business owners are forced to pay 
to comply with too many inflexible and 
Draconian Federal regulations. 

Democrats are working hard to make 
bureaucrats more powerful. Mr. Speak-
er, Republicans are working hard to 
make American companies more com-
petitive. 

f 

CALLING FOR RESIGNATION OF 
SECRETARY RUMSFELD 

(Mr. CONYERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I regret 
to come here this morning to again call 
for the resignation of the Secretary of 
Defense, Donald Rumsfeld. The pic-
tures, the videos that continue of our 
troops humiliating prisoners in Abu 
Ghraib and the acts of retaliation by 
Iraqi militants, the graphic accounts of 
sexual and physical abuse that go on 
and on and on, this is not about the 
failure of some rogue elements in the 
military. Quite the contrary. 

It is a part of the total failure of 
leadership at our highest levels, and I 
refer my colleagues to The New Yorker 
magazine article by the distinguished 
investigative journalist Seymour 
Hersh. 

f 

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, relief from skyrocketing prescrip-
tion drug prices is finally on its way. 

Beginning in June, Alabama seniors 
previously without prescription drug 
coverage should begin to see savings of 
between 10 and 25 percent on their 
medications. For example, seniors who 
previously paid $100 per month for one 
prescription could now pay as little as 
$75 per month under this new 100 per-
cent voluntary plan. These same sen-
iors could now see savings of up to $300 
per year just on this one medication; 
and for low-income seniors, even more 
help is on the way. 

Thanks to a $600-per-month credit, 
21,400 seniors in my congressional dis-
trict should see an additional assist-
ance with their drug bills. What is 
more, Alabama seniors will soon be eli-
gible for important new features like 
diabetes screening and a free welcome- 
to-Medicare physical. 

The legislation makes important new 
investments in our rural hospitals and 
clinics as well. These investments will 
help improve the health for all of our 
seniors, as well as all of our families 
and children. 

TIME TO HELP SENIORS FIGURE 
OUT WHAT BENEFIT IS BEST 
FOR THEM 

(Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, on the first day that seniors 
could sign up for prescription drug 
cards, the discount cards, I went to the 
Barelas Senior Center, and I sat down 
at one of the tables at lunchtime and 
chatted with a little lady and started 
talking about this new card that would 
be available. 

She say, oh, I already know; I talked 
to AARP and I already have my card. 
She pulled it out of her wallet and she 
showed me, and it had the Medicare 
sign on it. She said, I asked the lady 
and I tried to use it, and I did on Satur-
day, and they let me use it, and I saved 
$7. 

It is not too hard for people to under-
stand what these prescription drug 
cards will do for them; and when I 
talked to more people at the Barelas 
Senior Center, they were very inter-
ested in the $600 that can be added to 
that debit-like card to help them with 
the cost of their drugs. 

It is time to put aside the bickering 
and help seniors figure out which ben-
efit is the best for them so that they 
can afford their prescription drugs. 

f 

BETTER HEARING AND SPEECH 
MONTH 

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the month of 
May as Better Hearing and Speech 
Month. 

I am one of 2 million Americans who 
have experienced a hearing loss person-
ally, but my hearing loss was the re-
sult of a birth defect as an illness that 
took place early in my life, and there 
are many who need help as a result of 
this. 

Today, we are exposed to harmful 
levels of toxic noise in our environ-
ment and must be aware of these harm-
ful sounds and do our best to protect 
ourselves from them so that we can 
avoid problems in the future. 

One-third of our seniors have hearing 
loss. Eighty percent of these seniors 
have not sought treatment, and 75 per-
cent of those needing hearing aids do 
not have them. 

Left untreated, hearing loss leads to 
isolation, depression, and dangerous 
situations. 

I introduced the Hearing Health Ac-
cessibility Act, H.R. 2821, to give sen-
iors direct access to audiologists under 
Medicare. This would provide effective 
care for our seniors with hearing loss 
because hearing aids are expensive, and 
most insurance companies do not cover 
them. 

I have also introduced the Hearing 
Aid Assistance Tax Credit, H.R. 3103. 

This $500 tax credit would be available 
once every 5 years to children and 
those over 55. 

I encourage my colleagues to cospon-
sor these initiatives. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. 
CON. RES. 95, CONCURRENT RES-
OLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2005 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 649 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 649 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the 
conference report to accompany the concur-
rent resolution (S. Con. Res. 95) setting forth 
the congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2005 and 
including the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal years 2006 through 2009. All points 
of order against the conference report and 
against its consideration are waived. The 
conference report shall be considered as 
read. The conference report shall be debat-
able for one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on the Budget. 

SEC. 2. (a) Upon adoption in the House of 
the conference report to accompany Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 95, and until a con-
current resolution on the budget for fiscal 
year 2005 has been adopted by the Congress— 

(1) the provisions of the conference report 
and its joint explanatory statement shall 
have force and effect in the House; and 

(2) for purposes of title III of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, the conference re-
port shall be considered adopted by the Con-
gress. 

(b) Nothing in this section may be con-
strued to engage rule XXVII. 

SEC. 3. The House being in possession of 
the official papers, the managers on the part 
of the House at the conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on H.R. 2660 
shall be, and they are hereby, discharged to 
the end that H.R. 2660 and its accompanying 
papers, be, and they are hereby, laid on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LATHAM). The gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. HASTINGS) is recognized for 
1 hour. 

b 1045 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, for purposes of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, House Resolution 649 waives 
all points of order against the con-
ference report to accompany S. Con. 
Res. 95, the concurrent resolution on 
the budget for fiscal year 2005, and its 
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